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te, 3 FOR THE INFORMER. 
The following is an extract ef a letter from a-member wm this church, 


- {Enfield,|-who has gone on a visit to the state of New-York. 


Her Godly deportment for years while residing in this place, enables us 


to recommend her to the churches in New-York and elsewhere, as one, who- 


© 2s estecmed fuithful im the cause of Christ. Eprrog. 


| Brotyer Caase, 7 


eee 


Elba, March 31st, 1823. 


I have ever had it in contemplation, since I left my brethren in that 
town, to write to them and direct my letter to you, nof that I would 


- have you think I intended this to have place in your useful publication ;* 


but rather, to inform the church of which I am a menaber, and over 
which you preside, that the great leader has brought me into a goodly 
hand, where the joyful news of a free salvation is published. 

Perhaps it would be needJess to inform my brethren of the sore trials 
through which I had to pass, while thinking of leaving them, without 
seeing them to give the parting hand, but I had so short notice that it 
was not possible. The idea of having an opportunity to visit a beloved 


sister in Pa. induced me to undertake a journey of 400 miles with my 


relatives, hoping this year to go the other part of my journey being only 
150 miles further. 

The Sunday before I left Lebanon, while thinking of leaving my 
friends, and that ‘beloved church, which ever seemed near to me, and 


* with whoin I had so often met in “ sweet heavenly union,” | felt unusu- 


ally solemn, and retired to a pleasant grove, and there made a new cov-’ 
enant with God, resolving from that géod hour to be more engaged in 
the blessed cause of religion. Yea, dear brothers and sisters, I there 
in the presence of a heart searching and a reign trying God, willed my- 
self into his hand, feeling determined by his grace to spend my days in 
his service; and though I left to his guidance, knowing that he leadeth 


a in right paths and causeth those that follow him to inherit substance. 
"> But | must tell you still further of our heavenly Father’s goodness. On 


my journey here, I often felt as though, (like Abraham,) I journeyed, 
not knowing whither | was bound. As my friends informed me that it 
was a low time in religion, they feared I should be discontented. But 


_ O Brethren, I can say in the language of the Poet; the Lotd is here 
~ and the Lord is all around us. I arrived liere on the 24th of Oct. the 





* Hoping that no offence will be given, I have published part of it. | 


” 
os 








7 G3 
place looked pieasant, often thought had I the company of christians to 
unite with I shouid be reconciled and as happy as could be expected in 
this world of care. Br. Joseph Barker came in, I-thought L could re- 


joice fo find one walk in the truth, he ever is engaged in the cause of 


his blessed Master, let ottiers do as they will, Br. B. remains a burning 
and a shihing light in the world according to what I hear from good in- 
formation. : fue 't 

I have also had the pleasure of forming an acquaintance with several 
of our Freewill! Baptist brethren in the ministry, concerning whom | 


fee! it my duty and happiness to write to my eastern brethren, particu- : 
larly to you, and the chutth now under your watch and care. The © 


first that I saw and heard was Br. D.:-Marks. He preached at the place Ls 


where J reside, as it is stated in his letter Nov. 4th, &c. and in one week | 


preached here again. ‘The-meetings were very crowded, and I trust 
much good has been done through his preaching, by the great Master 
of assemblies. Many have experienced a forgiveness of their sins among 
both sexes, several respectable young men and young women appear 
now strong in the precious cause of religion, that were seeking for hap- 
piness in the vanities of this world when I came here, they now appear 
solemnly engaged, and | think I can verily say, they adorn the doctrine 
of Christ, and are crnaments of piety. Perhaps some gainsaying people 
would say they are brought up in a dark corner of the me in mists 
of ignorance and supetstition; if such thoughts arise in the minds of 
any of my beloved friends in Enfield or Lebanon, let them forbear to 
indulge them. I can assure you, that the people are well informed, and 
the sun of science has irradiated this western clime, while the sun of 
righteousness is arising in the hearts of those, that fear God, with heal- 
ing in his wings. I would also inform you that Br. D. Marks has preach- 
ed at the schoolhouse in this and the adjacent districts most of the win- 
ter. He promises for extensive usefulness if he continues to lean on 
the great Heavenly Teacher’s bosom and learn of Him. 


¥ have also had the privilege of hearing and getting acquainted with 


Elder Jenkins, Elder Hinkley, and Elder Jonas Parmeter of Attica, these 
are all well engaged servants of the Lord, as is evident from their daily 
walk and preaching. The Great Head of the church owns and blesses 


1 ee, 
_<° 


them here in the work of the ministry, and I trust will before assembled ~ : 
worlds, when they have done sounding salvation to a world lying in | 


wickedness, and done feeding the dear sheep and lambs with the sin- 2 


cere milk of the word. 


O Br. C. I often think could you visit these western regions, you : 


would be amply compensated for your time and trouble; but ah, in vain 
do I mention such a lengthy journey, as your business would not per- 


mit; yet | could not help wishing this winter past that I could hear | 
your voice with our other brethren. Your Monthly paper has made ~ 
several acquainted, and well united together, that otherwise would no: 


have been. 


O tell my dear brothers and sisters in Enfield, though I have left them 
and gone to a distant land; that blessed Saviour, who drew near and 


journeyed with the two disciples to Emmaus, has also condescended to | 
commune with me on my way hither, and is ever communing with me | 
on my heavenly journey to a better country, where there is no parting, © 
where not a wave of trouble rolls across the peaceful breast. Notwith. 


étanding my unworthiness, | have had great manifestations of God’s goot. 
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things, while the rich are turned empty away, . ..°. 


99 


gexs to me. I find fathers, mothers, Lrothera, afd alsters, well engaged — 


jn the blessed cause of Christ; but O above all, 1 have a kind heavenly 
father to go with my cares and sorrows, who-tills the poor with good 


: 


Satty AupricH. 
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; , FOR THE INFORMER. 
DUTY OF CHRISTIANS, No. V. 
|. Fourth Encourage others to bear tt. | 
1. All chtistians are willing to bear exhortation from some one or an- 
other; but the endless divisions, arising from prejudices to party and 
long habits, hinder the union of many, who differ very little. . 
Dear Brethren, consider the Jews, a religious people. ‘The Gentiles, 


rofessors of idolatry. Each united their etforts against Christ and his | 
Pollowert: They were mistaken—so may we be. Why should we, vy 
who proféss christianity at this day, transmit (Without serious examina- | 
tion) this ptéjudice to posterity? Are we not all one family? Are not | 
all of us to “ exhort one another daily?” We are all brethren and fel- | © 


low heirs to the same inheritance. We are all members of Christ’s bo- 
dy. Why then not counsel and advise together? 


2. To encourage those, who cannot bear private exhortation. Let ot 
them look at the unanimous efforts of the first christians. When the oe 
church at Jerusalem was persecuted, “they” (except the aposties) “went || 


every where preaching the word.” In short, the success which follow- 


ed the labours of the first churchés; may be feferred to thé combined © | 


efforts of plain, untettered nen atid women. The like Success in sim- 
ilar proportion, has followed such teachers in all ages since ; and more 
particularly within the last century. See the various Methodists and 
Baptists and several others, where unlearned meh, and even women, are 
allowed to itpprove their respective gifis, for the edification of othérs. 


3. Those who have beea witnesses to reformations in their neigh- ‘ 
borhood, have seen from certain facts, that christian conferences, pray- | 


ers, and exhortations, preceded reformations, and in proportion a these 
reciprocal duties increased, reformation followed: The minisier, who 


does not stir up his people to these duties, can make but little progress — i 
in reformation. He, who can urge his audiénce, and especially profés- 
sors to the duty of teaching, and exhorting, and praying, as occasion © 


may offer, will never fail to promote reformation. __ my 

4. Another inducement is, every christian hath a gift, and it should 
be used at every place, and time in Christ’s sérvice, with as much sa- 
gacity, and discretion, as he uses his natural gifts, in worldly affairs. 
Hundreds of diseases, and causes of death, aré waiting ready to seize 
both saints and sinners. If we believe the authority of God, whv do we 
not exert ourselves to save sinners? We need notgo far to fir) ‘iects 


of pity. Is there some in our own house and yet aré we sijent? Do — 


we live close by, meet in the streets, labor, travel, sit, and ta: with 
unbelievers, and say nothing to them of their souls? If their houses 


were On fire, we would run and help them. If we knew but a remedy 
for their diseases, we would tell them. If but their brutes were in dan- — 
ger and distress; we would fly to assist them: What shall we say of 


‘ourselves, when we know a remedy for curing souls, and for seme tri- 
fling excusé, do not persuade men to use it? Is it not hypocrisy ‘to 


pray “that God’s name may be hallowed,” and, “Let thy kingdom come,” | 
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and émit lavouring ior the one or the other? D 
would forgive styners and ‘deliver them from evil,” and yet by our smiles, 
and presencé, silently’ ‘enégurage them in vain and sinful things? | O. 


how does our prayers, and practicé disagree! Like thé Priest and Le- 
vite we often pass by, when their situatipn cries for help. And by ad- 
ministering this help to them, we. would gain ourselves; for he that 


teaches others, learns himself. ‘The more we give, the more we have. 


b. 5. 





VROM THE MASONIC HEGISTER. 
THE CHRISTIAN MASON. 


. J , No. tY. . ” . , . 
BY COMPANION SAMUEL WOODWORTH. 


WVhoso readeth let him understand. 


I shall low, as supposed proceed 
to trace tlie correspordents and 
analogy which exists between the 
several degrees of Masonry, and 
the several states through which 
the spiritual traveller must pass in 
his journey from Egypt to the heav- 
enly Canaan.’ In doing this, it is 
presumed it will also appear, that 
these several states of regencration 
are figuratively discribed in many 
historical parts of the Worn of God, 
und (consequently) that Masonry, 
by virtue of its being derived from, 


and founded én those very parts of | 
the holy Woxn, is. of Divine Ori- | 


gin. 1 shall confin€é myself, how- 
ever, principally, to the Scripture 
history of the four following grand 
events, viz. the building of the uni- 
verse, the ark, the tabernacle, and 
the temple at Jerusalém. 


Now almost every one, who is. 


merely externally a Mason ‘can eas- 
ily perceive wherein Masonic op- 
erations signify and represent 
these four events; but those only 
who have left the surface, and en- 
tered into the spirit and essence of 
these mysterious operations, can 
perceive wherein they represent 


ond signify the rebuilding of the | 
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| soul of mai, in order that i may 


become a fit temple for the resi- 
dence of thé Most High.’ 


The Rev. Brother whom we 
have before quoted* thus express 
es himself on this’ ittteresting sub- 
ject. “The first of these grarid 
and sublime events, both in the ot- 

‘der of nature and’time, was that, 
when ‘by the voice of Omnipé- 
tence, sleeping nature awoke, and 
the first flood of light burst upon 


. 


allusion to this event appears an the 
first degree of Masonry. An audi- 


- ble voice is heard by the candid- 


_ate, which is followed by scenes 
new, mysterious, beautiful and sub- 
lime. JW 4s it admissible to enumer- 
dte the ceremonies of initiation, every 
person would at once discover a man- 
vfest reference to the creation of tie 
material world.” | 

Now if this be admitted, (as it 


' must be by every enlightened Ma- 


son ;) and if 1 can prove that jn 
the history of the creation may be 
discovered an equally “manifest 
allusion” to the re-creation, or new 


| birth of a penitent soul; then, it 


follows, aS a necessary conse- 
quence, that the several degrees of 
Masonry have a “manifest allusion” 
to the several states through which 
every candidate for Heaven must 
pass, In the mysterious and won- 


_derful process of regeneration. 


But let us descend to particulars. 


*The Rev. Salen Town's Speculative 
Masonry. 





Oo we pray tliat God, 


the astonished world.’ 4 manifest 

















2 yee 








ea) air eerie 


see ann 
oS 


fr aterni ty) 


io! 


Every man while in his natural 


hate, is in disorder. His mind, how- 
“ever, well cultivated and enriched | 
by human learning, is a “rude cha- . 


otic, shapeles mass,” destitute of 
life and light. He walks in spirit- 
ual darkness, and thinks he is all 
the while in a state of marvellous 
illumination. His will and aflec- 
tions are without form, and void, 
and darkness is upon the face of 
the deep” recesses of his under- 
standing. But “the Spirit of God 
mores upon the face of the wat- 
ers ;”’ in other words, while he is 
in ‘this state of chaos and confusion, 
he is ever and anon invited and 
even solicited by God, (through 
the instrumentality of his minister- 
ing angels, who operate upon the 
conscience) to aspire after higher, 
and more substantial enjoyments. 
On the other hand, he is as ear- 
nestly solicited by pther invisible 
agents, (who operate through the 
passions) to reject the kind admon- 
itory overtures of his real friends, 
and to descend still lower in the 
gratification of his sensual appe- 
tites. 

Thus situated, between two at- 
tractive powers, man chooses for 
himself, (by virtue of that free 
will which God has given to all 
the human race) the course he in- 


tends to pursue—whether it be to’ 


obey the dictates of conscience, or 


to remain the wretched vassal of 


his own natural and corrupt lusts 
and passions. If he is wise enough 
to choose the former, and obeys 
the kind admonition of those invis- 
ible agents (who are constantly so- 
liciting him to become tnitiated in 
the work of regereratian, so as to 
become a member of the angelic 
y) he immediately feels 
that his judicious determination, 


"and good resolu tions, are ; acquiring 


strength from the heavenly sug- 
restions which are w hispered to 
his soul by his angelic, but invisi- 
hle friends. He at lergth consents 





\ 


‘tion. and consolation. 





to yield himself up to their direc. 
tion and guidance, and closing his 
eyes to the carnal celights which 


had so long kept him chained to— 


the earth, and turning his back 
upon his former pernicious advyis- 
ers, he suffers himself to be led in 
a new and opposite direction. No 
sooner is ,the laght of nature thus 
shut out, than he finds himself in 
total darkness, and, for the first 


time, feels the gent and necessity 


of that spiritual light to which he 
had hetetofore been a stranger. 
He is now made sensible of what 
he really is by nature; that in- 
stead of being “rich, and increas- 
ed with eoods, and having need of 
nothing,” as he had fondly but 
falsely imagined, he “is wretched 
and miserable, and porn, and blind, 
and naked.” He finds himself 
groping in darkness, starting with 
horror at the groans and shrieks of 
anguish which salute his mental 
ear, accomp; nied with the clonk- 
ing of chains, and the gnashing of 
teeth 

This is a state of preparation 
which always precedes the first step 
in the path of regeneration. For 
without being thus reduced to a 
state of humilit y and dependence, no’ 
one would consent to be led enor 
by the Lord, and consequently n 
one could be saved. But the all. 
seeing eye of Divine Love now be- 
holds the humble cyadidate for sal- 
vation voluntarily divested of all 
those earthly sources of enjoyment 
in which he had hitherto placed his 
supreme delight—trembling with 
terror at the threatening dangers 
which rapidly thicken around him 
and depending solely on his invis-, 
ible conductors for support, instruc- 
In this state 


of debasement is he contemplated 
by that merciful Being who has 
assured his penitent children that 
“he who humbleth himself shall be 
exalted 3” that Being who alone can 


4 call order out of chaos, and who, in 
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the 
has said, “ask and-ye shall receive ; 
geek, and ye shall find ; knock, and 


plenitude of his compassion, 


it shall be opened unto you. % In 
viewing his penitent child thus 
asking, seeking, and ‘knocking for 
admittance into the strait gate, 
which leads to light, “‘He gives 


his angels charge concerning him” 


who “iead him in a path which he 
knows not.” 


A state like that which I have 


| here attempted briefly to describe, 


may well be compared to that cha- 
os which preceded the first dawn 
of light in the process of creation 
—when “the earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep.” For 
previous to repentance and conver- 
sion, man is totally destitute of any 
real goodness or truth—his will be- 
ing sinpty* and void of any virtuous 
love, and his understanding being 
equally destitute of heavenly hight 
and truth, but shrouded in the deep- 
est darkness. It is then the Spirit 
of God more effectually “moves 
upon the face of the waters,”’T or 
in other words, prepares to vivify 
the seeds of yirtue and godliness 
which had been sown in the human 
raind by education. 


As such a preparatory state oi 


humility may be thus compared to 
the chaotic darkness which prece- 
ded the creation of the world, so 
also may it, with equal propriety, 
be compared to that more dreadful 
chaog which preceded the building 
of the Ark by Noah. For if the 


*The Hebrew word which has 
been translated “without form” in 
the second verse of the first chapter 
of Genesis, ts more properly render- 

ed “empty.” 

t This sentence, in the original, 
expresses the idea of brooding, as a 
hen broods over her eggs, in order to 
vivify the internad pranciple of life 
which is within then, 
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moral and intellectual world of mag 
can be properly compazed to this 
material worid, (as we see it can 
in the foregoing figure of creation) 
what can be more proper than ta 
compare the evils, errors, and cor- 
ruptions of falien naiure, toa flood 
ot waters, overwhelming and de- 
stroying such moral or intellectual 
world? But if any doubts exist as 


to the Justness of this comparison, © 


there is sufficient Scripture testi- 
mony to remove them. It is evi- 
dent that the Psalmist prayed 
against the innate corruptions of 
his nature, (as they were operated 
on and influenced by evil spirits,) 
when he said—“ Let not the water- 
flood overflow me, neither let the 
deep swallow me up;” and in an- 
other place—* The proud waters 
had gone even over my soul;” and 
again— The floods of ungodly 
men, [or éyil spirits] made me 
afraid.” Fram these, and many 
other similar passages, it is evi- 
dent, to the illuminated Mason, 
that there is such a thing as a mor- 


al, intellectual, and spiritual | flood, 


and that it consists in an overflow- 
ing of ungodliness, or of those evil 
propensities and false persuasions, 
which separate man from Heaven. 
This flood, therefore, is far. more 
terrible and destructive than any 
which destroys only the bodies of 
men, for it drowns and destroys 
the soul, by separating it from its 
only proper lite, the favour, the 
love, the mercy and blessing of the 
Great Fatuer or Berne. This 
therefore, is the flood to which 
our Saviour alludes, when he says 

—As it was in the days of Noah, 
so shall it be the days of the Son 
of Man,” &c. 

To preserve our souls from the 
fatal effects of such a flood, we are 
all, like Noah, commanded to 


re AATN us an ark, ” or, in other 
words, to repent and be converted 
—for that alone can avert the 
threatning ruin and destruction. 
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We are commanded to butld the 
;ark, to show us that without our 
‘consent and diligent co-operation, 
the work of regeneration will ne- 
yer be effected in our hearts and 
lives; and the only manner in 
which we can co-operate, is by be- 
coming humble, willing, and obe- 
dient. But how gloomy and dread- 
ful is our situation when we first 
feei the necessity of building this 
spiritual ark. Death stares an the 
fece, and we are almost constrain- 
ed jo ery ovt with David, * Let 
not the water-flood overflow me, 
let the deep swallow me 
u \’ho cannot see that this, 
also, isa state preparatory to the 
great and mysterious work of re- 
generation. For that the building 
an ark has such a spiritual allusion, 
is manifest from the authority of 
an Apostle, who in speaking of the 


heither 


ly, in the ark, expresses himself 
in these remarkable words—* The 
like figure whereunto even baptism 
doth also now saveus.” Agreeable 


- to this apostolic testimony, the ark, 


which Noah ot old was command- 
ed to prepare, was a figure of bap-. 
tism, or, as it is.expressed in the 
original, baptism was the anti-type 
of the saving ark; and since bap- 
tism, in its spiritual sense, signi- 
fies purification from evil, and thus 
regeneration, therefore purificatien 
and regeneration were also figured 


by the ark of old. 


Want of room will prevent my 
proceding any. farther in this num 


ber; but itis presumed that the 


reader is by this time prepared to 
see the same correspondence hold 
good as relates to the construction 
of the tabernacle by Moses, and 


omon. 





the building ofthe temple by Sol. 
deliverance of Neah and his fami- . : : 





Gua . a > —_ 


FROM ‘ZIQN’S HERALD 


Extract from Mr, Benson's first sermon on the second coming of Christ 

Text—2 Tlies, 1,7,8,9. 

And now let us turn aside and see this great sight. Let us stand still 
and consider this solemn scene here opened to our view! By the help 
of that faith which is the evidence of things not seen, let us contempiate 
awful majesty and terrible grandyer of this day, if our weak senses can 
endure the dreadful glory of its light, our feeble faculties sustain the 
effulgence of its overpowering brightness, and astonishing terrors. Ah! 
how must jt surprise and alarm the secure sinner, and how must it strike 
all men with amazement and awe, in the dead of the night, to be sud- 
denly awakened out of the repose of their last sleep,by the confused noise 
and deafening roar of trumpets sounding, thundeas rumbling,—star: 
rushing, elements melting, waves dashing, the sea tossing, and the eart . 
quaking! Ah! how will the stoutest heart fail for fear, and sink with 
horrible dread, to hear the sudden crush of worlds, and behold the 
wreck of yniversal nature! How will the stubborn infidel, who treat- 
ed these discoveries as the inventions of fancy, and the hardened sinner, 
who despised and neglected them; ah! how will they start from th> 
slumbers of. midnight, the bed of debauching pleasures, or the couc) 
of rioting and revelling excess, in wild affright and disorder, wea they 

shall behold with their eyes, and feel, to their sorrow what once they 
would not believe, or willingly forgot! Now they can disbelieve and 
torget no longer.—The great and terrible day of the Lord is arrived. 
Now the day is actually ““come, which burns as an oven, and all the 


proud, (all infidels,) and all that do wickedly, (all impenitent sirners;) 
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- shall be as stubble: the day is come that shall burn them up, and leave 
.them neither root nor branch” | oe eb de weatte OB, 
“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion sound an alarm in my holy ‘mountain, 
‘Tet ali the inhabitants of the land-tremble, for the day ot. the Lord coins 
eth for it is nigh at hand; a day of darkness and otf: gioominess; a day 
of ciouds and Of thick darkness | Jesus descends with, his holy angels; 
“a tire devoureth beiore them, and behind them a flame burneth.”, “See, 
ye blind, the victorious biaze. of irresistable ali-conquering fire, it rends 
the rocks, consumes the forests, melts down the, mountains, ! ays cities, 
yea whoie kingdoms, in ashes, and envelopes the whole earth! Behoid, 
| it rises, swells, spreads, and overwheims aii with an universal deluge 
Here, ye deaf, the rebeliowing and aggravated roar of hoarse muttering 
| thunder, the mighty voice oi the great archangel, and the all-alarming 
trump of God! feel, ye stout-hearted, the earth quaking and-opening, 
the mountains trembiing and PPMPVING, the hills reeling and sinking, 
the valleys heaving and rising! .Feel or be forever “hardened, the 
shock of conflicting eiements, and the death of a ruined world! 
. Awake! awake! ye sleepy sinners! take off your fatal slumbers! 
Arise from the bed of sloth, and the lap of enchanting pleasures! Haste; 
i haste, and flee for shelter from this day of wrath and unrelenting fury |! 
If you delay till this day overtake you, there, alas! whither can you 
| flee? The earth quakes, trembles,,. and opens under your: feet; the 
storm of divine vengeance iowers and bursts upon your guilty heads, and 
ruin and perdition surrounded you on every hand! ‘The frowning judge, 
whose just indignation you have provoked, and whose almighty wrath 
your sins have kindled, fixes his pierciag eye upon you, and marks you F 
out as the butt, at which he will shoot his fiery arrows, and direct the 
thunderbolts of his everlasting indignation. -.And now it is in vain to 
ery to the rocks and mountains to fall upon you and hide you ; the rocks 
Bit and mountains:cleave assunder, yea, flee away, and leave Rou destitute 
ij and forsaken, exposed to all the artillery of omnipotent fury, and in the 
4 midst of dark and fiery torment. ; 
Oh, that men were wise, that they would understand this, that they a 
il consider their latter end! Oh, that they would lay these things, to heart 
and “take heed lest at any time their heart be overcharged with sur- 
feiting and drunkenness, and the cares of this life; and so that day come 
upon them unawares, for as a snare shall it come upon all. them that 
dwell 7 the face of the earth!” , 





CHRISTIAN FORBEARANCE. 
Forneanance is a great part of love. (Eph. iv. 2.) In aChristian 
Church, especially where it is of considerable magnitude, we must ‘ex- 
pect to find a very great diversity of character,—There are all the 
gradations of intellect, and all the varieties of. ‘temper. In such cases 
great forbearance is absolutely essential to the preservation of harmony 
and peace. The strong must bear. with the infirmities of the weak, 
Christians of great attainments in knowledge should not in their hearts 
{ despise, nor in. their conduct ridienle,.the feeble conceptions of those 
who are babes in Christ: but most meekly correct their errors and 
most kindly instruct their ignorance. This is love.—In very many per- 
sons there will unhappily be found some things, which, although they 
by no means affect the reality and sincerity of their religion, consider- 
ably diminish its lustre, and have a tendency, without the caution of 
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ipve, to disturb our ¢ ommunion with them—Some have a forward and 
hbstrusive manner; others are talkative, others divdulge’ a coripiwining, 
whining, begging disposition; others are abrupt almost to rudeness in 
their address; these and many more are the spots of God’s children, 
with which-we are sometimes so much dispieased, as to igel an aliena- 
tion of heart froma-the subject. ot them, afthough we: have no doubt of 
their real piety.” Now here is room tor the exercise ‘of love. —'Uhess 
are the cases in whieh we are to employ that charity which covercth 
all ‘things. Are we to love only amiable Christians? Perhaps after alt; 
in the snbstantial parts of reiigion, these rough characters far: exced 

others, whom courtesy aud amiableness have carried to the highest de» 
gree: of polish.. ‘I do not Say ‘we are to love these individuals {5r_ thei 
pecularities, but in Spite of them. Not on their own account, but for 
Christ's sake, to whom they belong. And what can be‘a vreater prooi 

of our affection for him, than to love an uniavely indiyidwal on his ac- 
count m—[Jumes’ g guide. ny ; | 

AN EX'PRAORDINARY DREAM. 

My father, having called fhis«cniidren around him one evenjnz,saidin 
a very serious manner, Children t pay but little attention to “dee amy 
because few of them are worth remembering; but I had once a dream 
that I could never forget, and for the effects of which I shall ever have 

eason te be thankful to God. 1-was at the age of fourteen, though pi- 
ously instructed, still a very thoughtless and irreligious lad. Iiiv ec with 
a brother fifteen years older than myself, was an-eminently pious man. 
Qur residence was in a considerable market town; and my brother, who 
attended a faithful and evangelical ministry, w as ereatly attached to the 
minister, and-to his fellow christians, with seme of whom, having neo 
family of his own, he sometimes spent his evenings. On these occasions, 


as well as those which irequently occurred in business, it was my lot te 


wait for his return. Solitude is favourable to reflection ; and during 
the many hours I spent alone, my conscience yas not altogether IPF 
ful to its office. 1 knew that I-lived under the influence of a carnal 
mind, that loved not God, nor his ways; and | often trembled under the 
apprehension of deserved punishment, yet I still ‘continued to leve sing 
and live in it. Often afraid to sit within the house alone, I took my 
seat in an open porch at the door, that my solitude might be reliey ed by 
the society of persons now and then passing. 

“After having continued this practice for many months, the remarkr- 
ble dream occurred, towhich t-bave already referred. I ‘had retired te 
bed some hours hefilie ; but in my dream, i thought myself stiil sittings 
in the porch, in a very ‘dark evening, earnestly w ishing my brother's 

return. I thought my conscjence: repréached me more deeply than er- 
er it had done before, for my néglect of prayer, and of my soul’s iin- 
mortal interests: when in # moment, in ihe twinkling of an eye, a most 
slorious light burst the darkened sky, and the w holé firmament was in 
a blaze: the awful tramp of God proclaimed the great day was come. 
Instantly the streets were filled with the “affrighted inhabitants; their 
countenances were filled with awful horrour, and + Where shall we hide 
ourselves from him that sitteth on the throne ?” was the nniversal cry, 
I thought,’ continued my father, ‘that 1 myself mingled with the throng, 
running hither and thither to hide myseii from the judge; an! the an- 
guish of my mind was dreadful, At the end of the street stood a large 
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church the dial plate of which was in full view; the light over the 
church, to my imagination, far surpassed that of the sun ; ‘but one cir- 
cumstance was very remarkable; the hand that pointed to the hour on 
the clock, was loosened, and whisled around with inconceivable rapidi- 
ly. It impressed on my soul the awful sentence, “* Time shall be no 
wnore!” J turned in anguish from the sight, retracted my hurried steps 
and soon after met my brother, with a ccmpany of his christiaan friends, 
whom I well knew; they had countenances bright as the light, aud ap- 
peared to be filled with extatick joy, uttering already their praises to 
the Redeemer. I fled to them, as if expecting to share my brother's 
usual affection, but to my unspeakable anguish, neither he nor his 
friends would take any notice of me: the “bands of mutual affection 
were broken: they resigned me to the best judgment of an offended 
Saviour, and my soul sunk in helpless dispair. At a little distance was 
a publick building, and beneath it was a spacious cellar, the door of 
which the impatient multitude had forced; the entrance was thronged 
with an immerse crowd rushing into it as a hiding-place from the pres- 


ence of the Judge. °I mingled ‘with the affrighted crowd, and, as my 


last chats ‘sought to bury myself in this dark retreat; put in the at- 
tempt I awoke. I can never forget,’ added the cood man, ‘the sur- 
prise, the joy, the exstacy I felt, when I found it was but a dream. 
Though trembling still shook my whole body, gratitude thrilled through 
my soul, that I was yét in astate where prayers would be heard, from any 
fervently supplicating the throne of the heavenly Majesty that it might 
be delivered from the wrath to come. 1 was then led to commence in 
earnest that life of prayer and communion with God through Christ, 
which I trust ‘has been the practice of every succeding day; for the 


impression was as‘lasting as it was strong, and its effects leave me no 
doubt that it was of God.” 


ate ate ate 
—————we : -- «+ Ope 
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Religious paige sea 
FOR THE INFORM => 2. 
Extract of of a letter from Mrs. Eliza Goss, to her «ni ix Rare 
dolph, Vt. dated Hardwick, Vt. April 13, 1822. 
My dear Aunt, 

inte I saw you, my sster Anna, brother Luke, and my- 
self, have embraced a hope in Jesus. All of our family now 
belong to the visible church of Christ; but whither we 
have all built on the “ Rock of Ages,” the day of judgment 
alone must decide. 

Oh it will be a wonder of wonders if we are all permitted 
to walk the streets of the New-Jerusalem. For myself, I 
live between hope and fear. If lama christian, I am the 
least ofall. “Tach me, Q God, and know my heart, try 
me, and know my thoughts, and lead me in the way which 
is everlasting.” 

My hope has ever been feeble. I have never experienc- 
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at elevation of soul which many express; byt, if 1 am 
ceived, | have had that peace of mind which passet!: 
standing—-that peace, with which the stranger never 
meddies. And shall I “despise the day of small things 7 
», if { have received one mercy drop from the hand of 
eavenly Father, it 13 infinitely more than [ deserve. 
e with a thankful heart, continue to cry—* Bread of 
n,—Dbread of ueaven,—-feed me till I want no more.” 
e truly blessings tanumerable, showered down upon 
and the language of my heart ought to be, “ What shal 
yder to the Lord for all his benetits?” I have, as you 
know, been brought to drink deeply of the bitter cu; 
Miction, but -my aiilictions have been few, compared wit 
mercies. My aunt, if we have been redeemed by the 
ious blood of the Son of God, if we have the witness 
‘ip us that we are born of him; what obligations we are 
er to love, and serve him, to consecrate all we have and 
to his service! Oh, may. we live in reference to that 
eat day, for which all other days were made.” Let us 
for eternity, let us act for eternity, that an eternity of 
yer-ending bliss may be oyr portion. But my dear Aunt, 
ust you do maintain a close and humble walk with God. 
so, you can dift up your head and rejoice, your redemp- 
pn draweth mga. Oh! can you vot sometimes, with ar 
eof faith view the promised land, and with the Psalmist 
iclaim, O that [ had wings like a dove, then would 1 fly 
ray and be at rest. Glorious thought! There 1s resé in 
raven. A rest which rewaus for the people of God. 

















When I was at your house, | recollect there was much 
id on the subject of religion. But alas, | took no iaterest 
it. I did not uaderstand your language—I had not thes 
gun to learn the sweet language of Canaan. Jesus did noz 
ppear to me the chiefest among tea thousands and altogeth:- 
rlovely. But I hope it would be diilerent now, At seems 
o me that it would be a feast to my soul to converse with 
ou upon these all amportant reaiities—And wf we cannoz 
ec each other will you not write to me.—— 








Will you remember me at throne of divine grace. Tha" 


r of your aflectionate neice, 
Euza Goss. | 


ou may have a seat at the feet of Jesus, is the fervent prat~ 
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: FOR THE INFORMER. | 
Cop ofa letier from Elder Samuel Wire, dated at P} 

is Jay 3 1823. 

Dear Brother Chase, | 
~ JT am about to devote a few moments to inform you of 
prosperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom in these paris. 
Benton Qm. was holden in Brutus, Cayuga County, on 
10th and 11th of May, in which we enjojed a comfort 
season. The reports to the Q. M. were refreshing, and [| 
sume will be to ofhers. Br. David Marks informed Us | 
he had made‘a visit to the town of Groveland, on the G 
nessee river,and God had begun a glorious work in that pl: 
many more bowing and turning to the Saviour. The chu 
es generally are in good health, good additions to some 
them, and a council was called from the Qr. Meeting, to 
ganize a church 3 in) the town of Truston, of rising of twe 
members. _ 

The reformation I nientioned in my last at Cathare 
head of Seneca lake 1s still going on. The twentieth Ap 
I baptized five in that place. : 

The twelvth of March, on my return from Catharene, 1 
ears were saluted with a Macedehiun 4 cry, “come over a 
helpus.”. In the town of Middlesex,near the head of Onondag 
lake I found the Lord was doing a good work in that plac 
I tarried there a number of days, heard’ the cries of th 
wounded and the songs of the tiecend, to the joy of m 
heart. I could cry with the prophet, «How great ts his goo 
ness, how great is his beanity I bap tized five then, and 
have made a number of visits there aie, and baptized five 
more. The work still cohtinues. | 

That place a few days ago was given to wickedness. | 
was informed, that Sunday morning, it was a common thing 
to see the people flocking to the woods with their guns re 
dogs to spend the Sabbath in sporting, and the bulk of the 

eople followed the imagination of their own heart. But 
a changed the scene, to see'three or four hundred peo 
ple attend the place of worship, and see the solemn atter- 
tions to the word of God, while the tears, stealing down 
their cheeks, was a silent, though visible witness of their 
sorrow for sin. I could truly say, my heart burnt within 
me, while-I beheld the glorious sight. O Br. I feel much 
encouraged to blow the gospel! trumpet, though my health 
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y poor at present. einai , 
’ Your brother in the best of bonds, : 
p — | SamueL Wirt. 
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a AG ee a POR THE INFORMER. 
etter is just received from Br. David Marks, dated at 
»seo New-York in May last,in which he gives informa- 
hat when in company with Eld. J. Parmenter, Eld. 
nter dreamed two nights successively that Br. Marks 
ngaged in. preparing materials for building a house in 









: | et : 
»wns of Groveland and Geneseo of Cedar and hewn 


Is | : sland | 
» (me, and on hearing the dreams related, Br. Marks felt an 
pl sssion to visit. those placés, and accordingly sat out on. 
rygeoth of March, and arrived. at. Geneseo the first of 


The following is extracted from his letter in his own 


ter I arrived at Geneseo, { visited from house to house, 
rh among strangers, and appointed a meeting in the 
ng, but saw nothing especial.. ‘The next day i held a 


fk ing at the house of Moses King in Groveland, some 

alfected under the preaching of the word but strove 
gpeceal it as much as possible. — The five first days after 
age 'ival, I held five meetings in the compass of three, 
me but it seemed that a clowd of darkness hung over the 










Professors of religion were in a luke warm state, 
all Zion appeared to mourn, I asked some professors of 
ion if they saw any prospect of a revival, they said they 
ot. This, and some other things would have discoura- 


would not be in vain in the’ Lord. hesgaisinlibe 
he second five days I] held two meetitigs in each day 
the Lord blessed the word; the cloud of darkness 
h had so long hung over Groveland, fled away before 
sun of righteousness, which has spread his: sparkling 
sin a benighted land. ‘The solemn silence of our meet- 
has been often broken by the heart aching sighs and 
ry groans of those, whose cries were, “Lord save or we 
sh.” O, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.” 
ple flocked out by scores and hundreds, both on week 
s and sabbatlis, so that no house in the place could con- 
the peo le. ‘The set time to favor Zion arrived. Pro- 
Ors O 7 that bad too much of the love of the 





me, if T had not felt the witness in my soul that my las 
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-yeformations, and I do not know as ever I saw the wo 











Wid 
world, which is enmity with God, and these that ha 
dwelt by the chilling streams of spiritual Babylon, 
their harps hung upon the bending willows, wep, 
they remembered Zion. These tieard a lovely voice 
ing and exhorting them saying, “&epent and do th 
work. 

The 19th meeting [ held, being the 13th day of a 


I spake at a school house, where nearly 100 stood | 


the door that could not get into the heuse. The mat 

/ _ : ° ; ‘ » } ] , ‘ §0U 
gave me freedom of mind, and in the atter part of th mh 
course, the grief of some, that were mourning their lq sé 
dition without Chirist was so great that they could y the 
frain from weeping aloud. The meeting began at 3 ( th 
P. M. ard continued until neatly 8 on the ever ng. on 

Within two years and five months past I have bee Pi 


God in » more powerful manner (except once) than q 
weeting. I trust four persons were freed from sin \f 
the meeting closed. This meeting was like that of th 
turning of the Jews. Ezra 3. 12,13. Some have o 
work, and give themselves up wholly to reading, pi 
and attending meetings. Some who were ladened vam 
heavy burden of sin, said they could not work. Ther 
age was, “If I go to hell, | want nothing of the ¥ 
er [ cannot carry any thing with me. O give me relj 
or else Edie. Ii} lose my soul, my atu is gone.” § 
were almost i despair, and lamented that they were 
or ever had a bewg,or else had died when they | 
young. QO how solemn it was to hear mourners Jamem 


a. a oe oe 


| _ assemblies it so aflectg a manner. But HE, 


3 power on carth to forgive sins, bas since spoken | 
to some of their troubled sculs. About 20 have nvrott 
to experience the pardoning love of God within three 
past, and many cold professors have got awakened, 
Facksliders have returned to their Father’s house. 
work is still spreading, | think without any declension. 

Farewell. 
Davin Mazi 
ree eet IE 5 56 Si See 
FOR THE INFORMER. 
A Jetier is received from Elid. Avery Moulton of § 


stad, da. ©. winch, atter writing some things which ' 
















iii 
partheularly interested indjviduals than the public, he says. 


In the north where I live, it\is no time of reformation. 
‘0 when shall the north give up! I thank God for the me- 
dium of the Informer, through which I can often hear from 
many of my preaching brethren, with whom I have been 
labouring, and many others, whom I never saw, with news 
of reformations where I have travelled, and felt pressed in 
soul, especially in the western country. And now while I 
am failing with age ahd infirmity, I can only say; young 
men, be strong in the Lord. I have never once been sorry 
that I spent so much of my time in travelling in the name of 
the Lord, but I have continual sorrow, that I enlisted no 
sooner, and lived no better; yet I rejoice in-hope ef a glore 
ous immortality. 

Yours in Gospel Bonds, — 


Avery Mouwtrow. 








| FOR THE INFORMER. 
NWEW-HAMPSHIRE YEARLY MEETING 

Was holden at Strafford N. H. on Saturday and Sabbath, the 14th and 
15th days of June last. 

After organizing the meeting by appointing Elder J. Buzzell, Moc& 
erator, and Elder E. Chase, Clerk, we then heard the reports from the 
Yearly Meeting holden in Parsonstield, Me. Nov. last, and frém the fol- 
lowing Quarterly Meetings, viz. Farmington, Montville, Edgecomb, 
Gorham, and Parsonsfield, in Maine; New-Durham, Sandwich, and 
Weare in New-Hampshize ; Strafford and Huntington, in Vermont, and 
Khode Island. The reports from these were genérally good, especially 
from the Q. M. in Rhode Island. ‘There the Lord has wortderfully pour- 
ed out his spirit in reformations the past-year. — 

_ Saturday was principally spent in hearing reports together with some 
exhortations and prayers. 7" 

The assembly was very numerous on the Sabbath, so that the meet- 
‘Ing house could not contain more than one fourth part of the people, 
‘consequettly a patt met in agrove near by, so that we heldtwo meet. 
ings. 





ELDER’S CONFERENCE... 

An Elders’ conference was holden on the Monday followire, in whic 
the subject of “ Ruling Elder’ was introduced, and much conversation 
on the same, but voted to postpone the further consideration until the 
annual conference, to be holden in Nov. next, and also requested tha! 
no comments, relative to the subject of Ruling Elder, be published in 
the Informer, until after that time, and that each one search the scrip- 
‘tures for themselves, so that a final conclusion may then he «¥en 
, Ehis must account for the non appearance of seve eal communications. 
shat are received on that subiect. ° 
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‘The time. was apent very agreeably at the ‘conference anit rm o per 

sons professed to experience religion at the house where the confer. 
euce was holden, on the same day.: 

_A council of five was appointed to attend the dtdinbiton of Br. A. Ca- 


yano, viz. S. B. Dyer, E. oor M. Sa w ne and W. Buz. 
eel. 









ORDIN AT ION. Se Sul 
Ordained at Strafford, N. H. June 17, 1823, Br. Pei : 
work of the ministry, as.an. Evangelist. Elder Harriman Preached, El 7% yea 


der Buzzell made t é ordaiining prayer, Elder Bean gave te PRATER, 
and ElderPlace;the right hand of fellowship... : 


. It was performed in a grove, and was one of the best seasons I ever 
witnessed. 





- Bhoek Puts, Clerk. 
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DEATHS 


Drv. —In Bradford, N. H, ‘May 9th of a quick SP sa Mrs. Bet- 0 
sey: Knight, consort of Mr. Nehemiah Knight, in the 36th. year: of her. 
age. .Ske has left a husband and five small children to mourn their loss. ty 
She had been a professor of religion thirteen years, but in her Jast sick- T 
ness she found she. had not honored her profession.‘as she ought; but re 
God,; in mercy, enabled her like Jonah to look again towards the. Holy. pC 
Temple. ‘She. was visited by Elder Jonathan, Rowe, who found her’ in 
much trouble of mind te ody she sajd, **O brother J onathan, it appears at 
fo me. that God by his spirit has beft me.” Soon after this, the Lord ap- [ar 
peared in. mercy for her soul and-restored unto-her the } joys ef: his sal. fo 
vation : .at which time she began to exhort her companion, friends and ir 
neighbors, to prepare for death. She appeared-resigned to the will of t] 


God, and rejoiced in-hope of a glorious immortality. Her last words ‘to 
ber hushand were: “Jesus will soon come and wipe al tears from my c 
eyes, and I shall enter.in through the gates to join the blessed compa- i 
ay’’—She. soon‘ after felt asleep i in death and her body is committed to t 
the grave the house appoints for all living. 
Communicated by Elder Rowe. 

“Tn Lyndon, Vt. June 23, Dolly, youngest daughter of klder Daniel 
Quimby, aged 15. She professed religion when about: eight years of 
age, has. lived a virtuous, exemplary life, and was much respected by 
her relatives, mates and acquaintance. She bore her sickness with great 
patience and resignation. ‘Fhus a beloved daughter is gone, no more 
ta occupy a place ‘in her honored parents Bese, but their consolation is, 
that she has received 4 mansion in that house not made with hands, 
eternal im the heavens. 
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As the faavs of this state, passed June session 1819, provides for for- 
ming societies for the support of the gospel, therefore, we, William '¥. 
Sandborn, John Knowles, and Edward Morrill, Directors ; and Jonathan 
Bean, Treasurer ; and our associates, have this day met and formed our- 
selves into a society by the uame of the First Union Christian Society in 
New Chester, N. H, JonaTHAN Bean, Clerk. 

New Chester, April 9th, 1823. 


A tree Copy ot Record, Attest, JonatHan Bean, Clerk. 








